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be soon cut short. The usurper, who had had his ears cut
off? was discovered top be an impostor by the daughter of
Otanes, who passed her hands over his head as he slept;
and her father taking six other Persian nobles, Dareios
the son of Hystaspes being the last, into his counsels,
first devised a plan for slaying the usurper and his
followers, and after their massacre held a second council
to determine the form of government which it would be
wise to set up. Otanes proposed a republic as the only
mode of securing responsible rulers ; Megabyzos recom-
mended an oligarchy on the ground that the insolence
of the mob is as hateful as that of any despot, while
Dareios, arguing that no system can be so good as that of
monarchy if the ruler be perfect as he ought to be, insisted
that the customs of the Persians should not be changed.
Upon this Otanes, seeing how things would go, bargained
for his own independence, while the rest agreed that they
would acknowledge as king that one of their number whose
horse should neigh first after being mounted on the
following morning. The groom of Dareios took care that
this horse should be the one which bore his master.

Such was the story which Herodotos received in great
part from Egyptian informants, whose narrative would
naturally be coloured by national antipathy The record
to the foreign conqueror. The great inscrip- of Behistun-
tion of Behistun, which is at the least a contemporary
record and probably as truthful as any which a Persian
could set down, gives an account differing from this tra-
dition in many important particulars. It affirms that the
tyrant's brother* was murdered long before the army
started for Egypt; that Kambyses killed himself pur-
posely ; that the name of the Magian was not Smerdis
but Gomates; and that hib usurpation was a religious,
and not, as has been generally supposed, a national re-
bellion, its object being to restore the ancient element